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Why Is road transport

Or is it just a convenience fee
that pleases everyone!
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Let me start by stating the very obvious that
road transport is a super complicated
business - with so many rules and
regulations - be it with respect to the vehicle
or the goods or the driver. And considering
these vast complexities, it is very much
possible that there are chances of lapses and
errors. Let me also clarify that while most of
these lapses / errors are unintentional, the
industry has its share of people who like to
circumvent the law for small benefits. But we
can vouch for the fact that most of the
industry would like to work within the given
framework of rules and regulations.

But for some reason, the officials on the
highways (or even city / rural roads) seem to
have a liking for the transporters and
truckers, and feel it is their birth right to waive
at a truck and collect money on some pretext
or the other. In fact the most bizarre thing is
that many a times trucks are penalised for
following all the rules.

While this is the plight of transporters across
India, in recent times Rajasthan and more
specifically Madhya Pradesh have been in the
limelight for harassing truckers and forcing
them to pay - even if all rules are being
followed. It has become a norm that every
truck - big or small - passing through the
borders have to pay a fee.

So, what exactly is this fee and how is it that it
has assumed such large proportions?

In February 2020, Gen V K Singh released a
report by SavelLife Foundation, which claimed
that truck and fleet owners were shelling out
Rs 48,000 crore annually as bribes to traffic
or highway police. In fact there would not be a
single trucker or driver in the country who
would not have paid a bribe.

The road transport industry has been paying
bribes for decades now, and the above figure
seems obscene by any standards - Rs
48,000 crores! What exactly is the profit
margin of the transport industry that they can
afford to pay Rs 48,000 crore annually and
not even make a noise about it!

As we mentioned earlier that road transport is
a very complicated business and it is not just
about moving goods from one place to
another. The government keeps talking about
'Ease of Doing Business', but that policy
doesn't seem to apply to the road transport
industry. While GST / EWay Bill may have
eased the paper work to a certain extent, but
that still doesn't deter the officials from
stopping and checking trucks / documents
every now and then. Also it seems that the
industry is now used to this kind of corruption
and has made it a part of their operating cost
- probably going in the 'out of pocket
expense' column.

But time and again the industry does take up
this issue - and why not - why should the
industry pay an additional fee of Rs 48,000
every year just to please the officials on the
highways? But there is also a sense that this
system seems to suit everyone. So even if the
industry rakes up this issue occasionally, it
doesn't address the issue seriously. Take the
example of corruption in Madhya Pradesh.
Recently we had the Transport Minister Mr
Nitin Gadkari write an official letter to the
Chief Minister asking to pull the plugs on

While the truck needs fuel to
move, the industry needs bribes
to move goods from one place to
another, which cannot be
justified. When the government
says that we need to bring down
logistics costs, | am not sure if
they are looking to cut down on
this Rs 48,000 crore figure. That
would actually be a good start to
bring down the logistics cost, but
something that would need a lot
of intent as well as hard work
from the government officials as
well as the road transport
industry. Corruption is one of
those actions that need two hands
to clap.




corruption. But so far we have not seen any
action on ground or even a statement or
acknowledgment by the CM.

But having said that, this was a great
opportunity for the transport industry to
escalate this issue and make the right noise
at the right places. Unfortunately we do not
see any follow up on the letter by Mr Gadkari,
except for some praises for Mr Gadkari for
pulling up his own party men. However that
doesn't solve the issue of harassment and
corruption in Madhya Pradesh, or for that
matter anywhere else. The road transport
industry has to take this issue seriously - if at
all Rs 48,000 crore makes any difference to
the logistics cost.

We had suggested that truckers should defy
the demands of the officials and halt their
truck at check posts where the money is
being demand (illegally). One thing we have to
be certain of is that the truckers have to tick
all the correct boxes in terms of following the
prescribed rules. | am sure most transporters
and truckers are adhering to the rules -
barring the few ones who still want to take the
short cut. But the industry at large is happy
following the rules - be in terms of paperwork
or the prescribed weight.

It is actually quite interesting how states
come up with their own rules and methods to
collect money from the transport industry. We
got a message from one of the transporters
about collection of Danda Tax. What on earth
is Danda Tax and why is it collected from
trucks?

The nation should know and realise that truck
drivers are as important as anyone else
providing services. In fact truck drivers should
be considered amongst the most important
ones because of the value they add to the
household or any industry. Their inputs or
contribution cannot be ignored. But
unfortunately that is not the case and truck
drivers are right at the bottom of the social
ladder. Therefore it was heartening to hear
the National Human Rights Commission
address the truck drivers as Human Beings.

It's a good start, said the Chairman of AITWA
Mr Pradeep Singal and we couldn't agree
more.

There is no denial that corruption has become
an integral part of the road transport industry.
While the truck needs fuel to move, the
industry needs bribes to move goods from
one place to another, which cannot be
justified. When the government says that we
need to bring down logistics costs, | am not
sure if they are looking to cut down on this Rs
48,000 crore figure. That would actually be a
good start to bring down the logistics cost, but
something that would need a lot of intent as
well as hard work from the government
officials as well as the road transport industry.
Corruption is one of those actions that need
two hands to clap. However over the years
road transport has become synonymous with
corruption and bribing seems to be part of the
entire system. But the amount of corruption
and the harassment related to the same has
grown multi-fold over the years - so much so
that even if a truck fulfils all the rules and
regulations, it is still expected to pay the
officials.

We can understand that we been brought up
in a system where bribing is considered very
natural - in fact it is not even called a bribe

The government keeps talking
about 'Ease of Doing Business’,
but that policy doesn't seem to
apply to the road transport
industry. While GST / EWay Bill
may have eased the paper work
to a certain extent, but that still
doesn't deter the officials from
stopping and checking trucks /
documents every now and then.
Also it seems that the industry is
now used to this kind of
corruption and has made it a part
of their operating cost - probably
going in the 'out of pocket
expense' column.




now - it is referred |
to as a Convenience
Fee. It is a charge

you pay for easy

passage. \‘_
It was therefore
heartening when we
heard Mr Gadkari
say earlier this
month that weeding
out corruption from
the transport
system was on his
agenda. However
that would also
need the involvement of the road transport
industry. The transporters and truckers will

have to learn to say NO. There may be some
delays and issues in the beginning - but if

but also in every other office or factory across
the country.

you are looking to save Rs 48,000 crore This (Mr Gadkari’s letter to MP)
annually, the effort has to be really strong. It was a great opportunity for the

is actually surprising that the industry has transport industry to escalate this
never taken corruption seriously. | don't issue and make the right noise at
remember seeing corruption as an agenda in the right places. Unfortunately
any of the meetings or even demands to the we do not see any follow up on

government. The scattered industry seems to

) ) the letter by Mr Gadkari, except
be happy paying the Convenience Fee.

for some praises for Mr Gadkari

However with changing times, things have to for pulling up his own party men.

change and we have to move towards However that doesn't solve the

becoming an industry that is respected for its issue of harassment and

work. It is high timg the transpo‘rters and also corruption in Madhya Pradesh, or
The road transport industry has to

would be the first step in this direction. We . . .
hope that the industry would address the take this issue Ser]ous‘ly - if at all

issue and look to re-building an industry that Rs 48,000 crore makes any
commands respect not only on the highways, difference to the logistics cost.

Can the road transport industry say NO to
corruption, or will the Rs 48,000 crore

figure of bribes continue to grow.

Write to us at: girishtranstopics@gmail.com
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Auto Industry Sales

Performance of
June 2022 & April-June 2022

Monthly Performance: June 2022

Production: The total production of Passenger
Vehicles*, Three Wheelers, Two Wheelers, and
Quadricycle in June 2022 was 2,081,148 units

Domestic Sales:

» Passenger Vehicles* sales were 275,788
units in June 2022.

 Three-wheeler sales were 26,701 units in
June 2022.

* Two-wheeler sales were 1,308,764 units in
June 2022.

Performance: April-June 2022

Production: The total production of Passenger
Vehicles**, Commercial Vehicles#, Three
Wheelers, Two Wheelers, and Quadricycle in
April-June 2022 was 6,326,483 units

Domestic Sales:

« Passenger Vehicles** sales were 910,431
units in April-June 2022.

« Commercial Vehicles# sales were 224,512
units in April-June 2022.

» Three-wheeler sales were 76,293 units in
April-June 2022.

» Two-wheeler sales were 3,724,533 units in
April-June 2022.

Commenting on Q1 performance, Mr Rajesh
Menon, Director General, SIAM said, “In
Quarter-1 this year, sales in the Passenger
vehicle segment stood at ~ 9.1 lakh units, in
Two-wheeler segment ~ 37.25 lakh units, in
Three-wheeler segment ~ 76 thousand units
and in Commercial vehicle segment ~ 2.25 lakh
units. Recently the government has taken
significant measures to ease the inflationary
pressure and help the common man by
reducing central excise duty on petrol & diesel
and changing the duty structure to moderate
prices of steel & plastic. Indian Automobile
Industry appreciates and thanks the
government for these efforts. Industry also
keenly looks forward to similar support on CNG
prices which has seen exponential increase in
the last 7 months. Support on CNG prices would
help the common man, facilitate public
transport and will enable a cleaner
environment.”

SIAM

Socety of Indian Automobie Manulfacturers

Transtopics




Domestic Sales: Monthly

Domestic Sales (In Nos.)

Category June-21 June-22
Passenger Vehicles (PVs)
Passenger Cars 121,378 132,342
Utility Vehicles (UVs) 100,760 133,076
Vans 9,495 10,370
Total Passenger Vehicles (PVs) 231,633 275,788
Three Wheelers
Passenger Carrier 5,615 17,934
Goods Carrier 3,559 7,050
E-Rickshaw 196 1,464
E-Cart 34 253
Total Three Wheelers 9,404 26,701
Two Wheelers
Scooter/ Scooterettee 247,499 421,362
Motorcycle/Step-Throughs 777,169 849,928
Mopeds 35,897 37,474
Total Two Wheelers 1,060,565 1,308,764
Quadricycle - 47
Grand Total 1,301,602 1,611,300

Cumulative Domestic Sales : April-June-2022

Domestic Sales (In Nos)

Category Apr-June-21 Apr-June-22
Passenger Vehicles (PVs)~
Passenger Cars 337,191 411,441
Utility Vehicles (UVs) 286,092 464,558
Vans 22,989 34,432
Total Passenger Vehicles (PVs) 646,272 910,431
Commercial Vehicles (CVs)*
M&HCVs
Passenger Carrier 1,086 7,707
Goods Carrier 28,072 67,978
Total M&HCVs 29,158 75,685
LCVs
Passenger Carrier 4,297 11,590
Goods Carrier 72,345 137,237
Total LCVs 76,642 148,827
Total Commercial Vehicles (CVs) 105,800 224,512
Three Wheelers
Passenger Carrier 15,162 50,663




Goods Carrier 8,661 21,350
E-Rickshaw 643 3,567
E-Cart 56 713
Total Three Wheelers 24,522 76,293
Two Wheelers
Scooter/ Scooterettee 604,291 1,207,903
Motorcycle/Step-Throughs 1,740,308 2,405,228
Mopeds 69,009 111,402
Total Two Wheelers 2,413,608 3,724,533
Quadricycle - 101
Grand Total 3,190,202 4,935,870
SIAM
Category & Company wise Summary Report of Commercial Vehicles for April-June 2022
Report Il
(Number of Vehicles)
Category Production Domestic Sales Exports
Segment/Subsegment April-June April-June April-June
Manufacturer 2021-22| 2022-23| 2021-22| 2022-23| 2021-22| 2022-23
Commercial Vehicles (CVs)
Ashok Leyland Ltd 19,201 42,782 | 16,550 37,124 1,437 2,527
Force Motors Ltd 2,455 3,696 3,005 3,614 23 13
Isuzu Motors India Pvt Ltd 2,395 5,069 452 485 1,748 3,975
JBM Auto Ltd 17 NA 18 NA - NA
Mahindra & Mahindra Ltd 41,769 63,611 34,034 58,982 | 3,931 5,524
Maruti Suzuki India Ltd 5,205 12,499 4,056 10,817 463 450
SML Isuzu Ltd 1,133 3,637 731 3,443 81 68
Tata Motors Ltd 56,603 | 106,610 | 42,825 | 93,888 | 6,653 5,198
Toyota Kirloskar Motor Pvt Ltd - 460 4 433 - -
VECV-Eicher 8,148 18,905 3,971 15,383 1,670 1,722
VECV-Volvo - - 154 343 - -
Total Commercial Vehicles (CVs) 136,926 | 257,169 | 105,800 | 224,512 | 16,006 | 19,477
NA= Not available
Society of Indian Automobile Manufacturers ( 13/07/2022)

SIAM
Segment & Company wise Production, Domestic Sales & Exports Report of Commercial Vehicles for April-June 2022
Report lll
Number of Vehicles)
Category Production Domestic Sales Exports
Segment/Subsegment April-June April-June April-June
Manufacturer 2021-22 2022-23| 2021-22| 2022-23| 2021-22| 2022-23
Commercial Vehicles (CVs)
M&HCVs
A: Passenger Carriers
Ashok Leyland Ltd 1,188 3,359 513 1,593 544 1,434
Force Motors Ltd - 37 - 37 - -
JBM Auto Ltd 17 NA 18 NA - NA
SML Isuzu Ltd 148 1,004 47 921 2 8
Tata Motors Ltd 693 930 379 2,250 228 553
VECV-Eicher 217 3,401 129 2,906 146 228
Total A: Passenger Carriers 2,263 8,731 1,086 7,707 920 2,223




B: Goods Carriers
Ashok Leyland Ltd 8,840 24,009 7,347 21,147 646 813
Mahindra & Mahindra Ltd 1,103 1,447 635 1,286 113 30
SML Isuzu Ltd 390 743 321 606 67 3
Tata Motors Ltd 23,027 42,166 | 16,598 35,241 3,104 1,775
VECV-Eicher 6,035 11,859 3,017 9,355 1,152 1,112
VECV-Volvo - - 154 343 = -
Total B: Goods Carriers 39,395 80,224 | 28,072 67,978 5,082 3,733
Total M&HCVs 41,658 88,955 [ 29,158 75,685 6,002 5,956
NA= Not Available
SIAM
Segment & Company wise Production, Domestic Sales & Exports Report of Commercial Vehicles for April-June 2022
Report Il
(Number of Vehicles)
Category Production Domestic Sales Exports
Segment/Subsegment April-June April-June April-June
Manufacturer 2021-22 2022-23 2021-22| 2022-23 | 2021-22| 2022-23
LCVs
A: Passenger Carriers
Ashok Leyland Ltd 70 210 7 175 5 48
Force Motors Ltd 2,275 3,365 2,816 3,282 17 12
Mahindra & Mahindra Ltd 45 178 5 187 - -
SML Isuzu Ltd 291 1,332 122 1,450 3 12
Tata Motors Ltd 1,978 5,419 1,230 5,572 134 171
Toyota Kirloskar Motor Pvt Ltd - - 4 - - -
VECV-Eicher 253 990 113 924 51 31
Total A: Passenger Carriers 4,912 11,494 4,297 11,590 210 274
B: Goods Carriers
Ashok Leyland Ltd 9,103 15,204 8,683 14,209 242 232
Force Motors Ltd 180 294 189 295 6 1
Isuzu Motors India Pvt Ltd 2,395 5,069 452 485 | 1,748 3,975
Mahindra & Mahindra Ltd 40,621 61,986 33,394 57,509 | 3,818 5,494
Maruti Suzuki India Ltd 5,205 12,499 4,056 10,817 463 450
SML Isuzu Ltd 304 458 241 466 9 45
Tata Motors Ltd 30,905 58,095 24,618 50,825 | 3,187 2,699
Toyota Kirloskar Motor Pvt Ltd - 460 - 433 - -
VECV-Eicher 1,643 2,655 712 2,198 321 351
Total B: Goods Carriers 90,356 156,720 72,345 | 137,237 | 9,794 13,247
Total LCVs 95,268 168,214 76,642 | 148,827 (10,004 13,521
Total Commercial Vehicles (CVs) | 136,926 257,169 | 105,800 | 224,512 |16,006 19,477
Society of Indian Automobile Manufacturers ( 13/07/2022)
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Curbing Overload Menace
In Trucking Industry

Mr. Jayant Sawant
Sangli Zilha Transport Association

verloading to Trucking Industry is what

Cancer is to our Body. Both are difficult

to Treat and Cure as it is developed
within. One of the major culprits of Non
Profitability of Trucking Industry is Overloading
of Vehicles, which is very poorly understood &
totally Non Digested by The Unorganized &
under Educated Truckers. Overloading does not
create a level playing field among the stake
holders. More over it is one of the causes of
Road Accidents. Multiple fold damages to Road
due to Overloading leads to losses of National
Property. The Vicious Circle of Overloading is
very difficult to get rid of in our country. We are
Neither following a Scientific Method of
Calculating Minimum Freight Nor The mandate
given by Motor Vehicle Act 67(1)(l) about
Minimum Freight is Followed by Governments.
The Freight is determined by Market Forces as
per Demand and Supply. It has been observed
that when a Freight rate falls below a certain
level Truckers tend to Overload the vehicles

sighting the reason 311dcis STei! dl &l &dl T B

Mr. Balasaheb Kalshetti
Managing Council Member, AIMTC.

qTesl. When the freight Rises beyond some
reasonable levels Truckers Tend to overload the
vehicle sighting the reason. 314l 21eT gd & &l

21 S STTeT A1 STl Y STeT s 8P, This

Vicious Cycle circles among most of the Routes
where goods are carried in Bulk Quantity. On
both the situations Consign or | Consignee are
definitely benefited & hence encourage
Overloading. Still they are out of preview of Law
& Punishment which is along pending demand
of Truckers Fraternity. Lot many & sincere
efforts have been Put by Government
departments, stake holders, various local level,
National level Transport Organizations to Tackle
the issue of Overloading. Finding the overloaded
vehicle is very difficult given the geographical
spread of our country, interception of vehicles
and inspecting them is cumber some and
difficult task as Most of The places Truckers &
Inspecting authorities Go Hand in Gloves. We
are very fortunate to have a very visionary
Cabinet Minister Nitin Gadkariji, who is heading




MORTH. Under his able leader ship our country
is witnessing Never before Infrastructure
Development in respect of Roads. INDIA is
witnessing Overall & Major changes in policies
as far as LOGISTICS is concerned.Thanks to
able leadership of our Prime minister Narendra
Modiji, who has formulated LOGISTICS POLICY
under Ministry of Commerce& advised State
Governments to Formulate as per Local
Structure & Requirements. Our Prime Minister
has given us a Vision of $ 5 trillion economy
which can easily be achieved by Facilitating
Ease of Business. Formalizing Transport Sector
is Need of an Hour. Major steps like GST are
taken in this direction. Logistics Policy,
Digitalized Payments, Diesel Cards , Fast tag
and various other steps taken to formalize
transport industry, which will give more efficient,
cost effective logistics services.

The Menace of Overloading can very well be curbed with
the advent of new technology. NIC has developed World
class state of art technology platforms like GST portal
MORTH VAHAN & SARATHI Portals, which hold
complete data about Truckers, Ownership, Registration,
fitness, carrying capacity, permits, Taxes, Insurance,

Pollution norms, Finance, Drivers Licence validity,
address etc. These platforms can be interlinked for
Exchange of Data available individually with these
departments. E-way bill generation is the core glimpse
of GST. For generation of E-way bill Transporter has to
enter truck details. Data Exchange between these
Departments & Portals can be utilized to apply various
Filters like GVW, Documents validity, Driving license
validity, etc while generating the e-way bill itself. This
would definitely address the Menace of Overloading at
the very Beginning point of Travel of Goods. Besides this
there are endless possibilities of using various
technologies like RFID,GPS systems Moving-in- way
bridges along Highways, Toll Plazas etc which will
eliminate Human Intervention or Interception needed to
check the correctness of Quantity of Goods Transported
in a particular vehicle. This concept will not only curb
over loading, but also save our precious National
Officials Human resources which are wastefully
Deployed on Road & hence can be utilized in some
other National Developmental Work. This will also
facilited long life of Infrastructure i.e. roads, vehicle and
most important The Drivers. Also reduced Stoppages on
Road will Definitely increase upon the Efficiency,
Economy, Mental well beings of Truckers.

Electric vehicles battery swapping policy

likely to be notified in a month

ndia's electric vehicle (EV) plans as per

Union Budget announcement are on the fast-

track. ET Now has exclusively learnt from
government sources that the EV Battery
Swapping Policy is likely to be notified in the
next 15-30 days. The public consultation
process was completed long back & final
comments from various ministries have also
been received. The nodal ministry is likely to
soon give final touches.

Only a few changes are likely be made to the
draft policy. The final battery swapping policy is
likely to largely be the same as the draft shared
by Niti Aayog. The government is likely to
implement the policy in one go & not in phases
as earlier envisaged.

Every swappable EV battery will be given Unique
Identification Number (UIN). The UIN will help to
track & monitor EV batteries. UIN will also be

given to battery swapping stations.

Battery Management System (BMS) testing is
likely to be made mandatory at time of
manufacturing. The battery swapping Infra is
likely to be in public places like petrol pumps,
shopping malls, commercial centres.
Government believes battery swapping can
bring down cost of EV by up to 50%

EV users are set to benefit from the battery
swapping policy both in terms of usage & cost.
The users will get flexibility to charge batteries &
with lesser range anxiety. The Ministry of
Roadways, Transport and Highways in the past
allowed electric two wheelers & three wheelers
to be sold without batteries.

The draft policy has proposed to offer equal
incentives available to electric vehicles that
come pre-equipped with fixed batteries based
on the kWh rating of the battery.

T T
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Will the
latest Nitin

Gadkari's
gamble to root

out highway
corruption
pay oft?

- Mr. Ramesh Kumar

ederal Road Transport & Highways

Minister Nitin Gadkari's recent letter to

Madhya Pradesh Chief Minister Ashokraj
Chauhan asking him to intervene and stop
highway harassment of truck drivers in its
jurisdiction elicited much excitement. The
dynamic minister was writing such a missive
after hearing a litany of complaints from a group
of transporters he met a few hours ago about
such behavior of the MP government's transport
department officials.

There is no need for such an act of song and
dance. It is not the first time and will not be the
last attempt by the Federal government to
sound alarms of this nature. Gadkari himself
has done it in the past. Significantly, Gadkari
and Chauhan belong to the same political outfit
that runs the Federal government from Delhi
and the State of Madhya Pradesh.

Such harassment is not confined to Madhya
Pradesh alone. These types of highway

highhandedness are rampant across all states
in India. The contention is that the situation on
the ground would be better if the same political
party ran both at the Centre and State. Bunkum.

For instance, the car carrier association
representing thousands of fleet owners
servicing the auto OEMs to distribute fresh mint
vehicles from manufacturing plants in various
parts of India to the dealer points faced a major
challenge while crossing the State of Rajasthan
in 1916. These vehicles were heavily challaned
for no rhyme or reason, forcing the Association
to park hundreds of loaded vehicles on the side
of the Gujarat-Rajasthan check-post at
Rattanpur, inside Rajasthan, for more than a
week.

The Bharatiya Janata Party ruled Rajasthan
under the Chief Ministership of Vasundhara
Raje Scindia, and the same Gadkari held the
same portfolio in the Central government. How
the dispute was resolved is still a mystery!




Transport is on the concurrent list under the
Indian Constitution, whereby the central
government is vested with formulating policy
and requisite legal framework. However, the
rollout or implementation is in the hands of the
respective states.

At the maximum, Gadkari has "advised" the
states. Beyond that, he is helpless and
powerless. So, the logic of the same political
party ruling at the Center and states would fetch
justice is asking for too much. More importantly,
transport is a milch cow for states. Under
various heads, they tax them to pad up their
khazana (treasury). Every year, the state
government fixes a quota of money to be
earned. Yes, a target is fixed and collected
vigorously.

Corrupt officials go beyond meeting their
targets, pocket the excess, and allegedly share
the loot with higher-ups. It is no secret that
political masters "seek" transporters' financial
assistance to fight the costly elections to occupy
the hot seat. There is a nexus between them.
Yet, corruption has not evaporated. "It is in the
blood," remarks Sukarm Marwah, former
Additional Director General in the Ministry of
Road Transport and Highways at the Centre.

In August 2019, this writer was part of a sit-in
demonstration against such corruption at the
Gujarat-Rajasthan Integrated Checkpost.
Significantly, a BJP MLA was part of this public
demonstration, and the ruling party in Madhya
Pradesh was the Indian National Congress
under the Chief Ministership of Kamal Nath,
erstwhile Transport Minister at the Center a
decade ago. In 2019, BJP was the ruling party
at the Center.

Soon BJP wrested power from the Congress,
and there were many protests against highway
corruption in Madhya Pradesh. The BJP MLA
quietly vanished and became unapproachable.
Corruption is universal and political parties are
no different and turn a blind eye to the
shenanigans on highways.

The outspoken Gadkari has repeatedly
lambasted the Regional Transport Officers
(RTOs) for highway corruption and could do
nothing beyond thundering to tame them. Have
these highway vultures been tamed? Not at all.

They are untamable and unextinguishable.

Not that one wishes Gadkari to fail. He has to
succeed. When is the question? Perhaps the
Madhya Pradesh government may try to stop
the harassment of truckers while they pass
through its territory. Will such an act be forever?
Or temporary? Whatever is attempted should be
a long-lasting drive to end these malpractices,
not a patchwork or bandaging wound for a
temporary PR stunt by the political masters in
Madhya Pradesh.

Ankur Kumar, E&Y has a pertinent point to
make: "This (corruption) was one of the reasons
that LEADS 2021 (Logistics Ease Across States)
Ranking of the State (of Madhya Pradesh)
declined by a whopping seven places from the
previous edition." According to him, this issue
was brought to the notice of the State in the
LEADS 2021 report. The true picture can only
be presented to the State; the State/UT may or
may not want to acknowledge it, he concludes.

Mumbai-based Kuldeep Singh Virdi, Co-Founder
& Director, Natraj Roadways, throw some light
on the modus operandi: "Local people who are
hired by officers at the check posts of all
borders of MP state are fearless, and with their
full voice, they are asking drivers to pay the
amount that we are asking or stay for how long
they want. For 40ft trailer with normal and
underload cargo at the MP border, the entry fee
is Rs.2,500, and an exit fee is Rs 1500-2500.
We raised complaints and even called anti-
corruption officials, but nothing happened.”

Nonetheless, Virdi is hopeful that such practices
will surely end. We will find the way. Indore-
based third-generation transporter Dheeraj
Fatehchandani adds: "It is a problem we have
been facing for decades. Let's see how the
Government of Madhyapradesh handles it after
receiving this letter."

“The cherished objective of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and Transport Minister Nitin
Gadkari is to have a corruption-free India and to
usher into a seamless movement of trucks has
been squarely turned to dust in MP," laments All
India Motor Transport Congress (AIMTC)
President Kultaran Singh Atwal.

The transport fraternity feels let down badly.




Atwal terms Gadkari's letter to Madhya Pradesh
Chief Minister as "ostentatious and a PR stunt
at best." He adds that the central government's
advisory to Madhya Pradesh, among other
states in the past, is futile.

Veteran transport consultant Arun Lakshman
says, "People will never stop violating norms,
thus will keep giving bribe, resulting in the
corrupt system. That's how it would have
started." Transtopics Editor Girish Mirchandani
raises a pertinent question: "With Gadkari being
bold enough to write to the MP Chief Minister,
pulling him up for corruption & harassment at
the borders, what is in store for the transport
industry? Will things change - for the better?"
There are no answers except hoping for the
best.

Will the latest letter bomb from Gadkari's
Parliament Street office usher in a
transformation in the corridors of power in
Bhopal? Will Chauhan heed Gadkari's request to
tame the rent-seeking elements among his
bureaucratic rank and file and prove that the
past behavior of extortion on highways will not
be repeated? Tough ask. What is wrong with
desiring a positive outcome? To dream is
everyone's birth right. Right?

The writer is the author of 10,000KM on Indian
Highways, Naked Banana! & An Affair With
Indian Highways. His next book, Drivernama, is
scheduled for release soon. He blogs at
konsultramesh.mediuim.com and is reachable
at ramesh@konsultramesh.com

Toll charges of MCD, NHAI and Delhi govt

to be integrated into single tag with RFID

o integrate the technological

infrastructure of Radio Frequency

Identification (RFID) and National Highway
Authority of India’s fastag, a joint assembly has
been known as and a pilot mission might be
carried out on the Badarpur border.

“While the authority is already working on
evolving integrated technology with a facility to
deduct three taxes belonging to three different
agencies smoothly, we will be having a joint
meeting next week wherein updates on the
concept will be discussed,” stated a senior
official from Municipal Corporation of Delhi.

The toll tax belongs to the company, fastag
quantity to NHAI and setting compensation
costs to Delhi authorities. Efforts are being
made to deduct all three costs utilizing a single
tag (fastag) in order that the industrial
automobile operators won’t be required to buy
separate stickers for Delhi borders.

“Considering there is only one entry point in
Delhi from Badarpur where all three taxes are
collected and NHAI has its toll plaza also, we
are aiming to start the project on a pilot basis

from here. Once the technology starts operating
successfully, the amount can be deducted
easily at other toll plazas for toll tax and ECC
(even if the NHAI's fastag is not present),”
stated the official.

Delhi has 124 border entry factors the place toll
tax is levied. Of these, the RFID system has
been put in at 13 main border entry factors,
that are utilized by virtually 80-85% of the
industrial automobile visitors getting into town.
“The Badarpur and Rajokri border entry points
are among the biggest in terms of commercial
vehicular volume,” the official stated.
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SIAM hosts the 6th Annual CSR
Conclave themed on

“CSR Rewired:

Post Covid 19 Scenario”

he Society of Indian Automobile

Manufacturers (SIAM), the apex

automotive industry body today organized
its 6th Annual CSR Conclave, themed on “CSR
Rewired: Post Covid 19 Scenario”. The conclave
highlighted varied perspectives on Health &
Sanitation, Skills development, Road Safety,
and Environmental rejuvenation. For this year,
there is an emphasis on sharing of best
practices & learnings from the various CSR
interventions by the Indian Automobile Industry
in the context of the Covid-19 pandemic. The
conclave witnessed the participation of key
industry leaders speaking on the inclusive
development of the society, while protecting the
ecology.

Initiating the inaugural session, Mr. Sushant
Naik, Chairman, SIAM CSR Group, Global
Head- Government Affairs, Tata Motors,
said,“We hope this conclave makes an
impactful difference in the lives of our
countrymen. We as an industry are committed
to giving back to society and carrying forward

the government's efforts of 'AmritKaal'. We are
certain that the active support of our
progressive Government shall take our country
to new heights. Also, discussing mental well-
being is a need of the hour considering the post
covid world that we are living in.”

Assuring the Government of India's willing and
active partnership with the Auto Industry
towards strengthening the CSR initiatives, Dr.
MahendraNath Pandey, Hon'ble Minister of
Heavy Industries, Government of India, said,

“The Indian Automobile Industry has been a
major contributor to the economy and the
society as it holds a major share in the GDP.
Looking forward, in the PLI scheme the
government is providing economic support of
about Rs. 25,000 crorers.to the industry. All
OEMSs' have played a huge role in helping society
through their CSR initiatives, including during
the COVID pandemic. Going forward, the
industry should focus more on labourers and
small technicians, work more closely with NGOs,
strengthen their focus on Health, Safety,
Environment, and Skilling initiatives, share its
experiences so that the larger community can




SIAM

Society of Indian Automobile Manufacturers

learn, and lastly, the industry must think big but
implement locally. Local communities in the
neighbourhood of Auto Factories must get
benefited.”

Moderating the session, Mr. Rajesh Menon,
Director General, SIAM, said, “The whole focus
of this conclave is to learn and share best
practices through peer learning and to
understand the various CSR interventions by
the automobile industry. We have been hosting
this conclave for the last 6 years broadly
focusing on health and sanitation, skills
development, road safety and environmental
rejuvenation.”

In the keynote address, Dr. R A Mashelkar, an
Eminent Scientist, presented his perspective
on CSR 2.0 and talked about four new pillars of

CSR in the present world. He also highlighted
the Power of CSR and Gandhian engineering.

The virtual conclave was divided into three
sessions. 1stsession was themed on “New
Approach to CSR and Learnings”. With

presentations from Honda Cars India, Ashok
Leyland, MG Motors India, Toyota Kirloskar
Motor, Hyundai Motor India and TATA Motors.

The 2ndSessionstarted with a panel discussion
on “Skills Development through CSR
Initiatives”eminent panelists like Mr. Rama
Shankar Pandey, Managing Director, Hella India
Lighting, Mr. Niraj Hans, Chief Operating Officer
(Automotives), Sandhar Technologies, and Mr.
ApurvChoubey, Chief Human Resource Officer,
Bridgestone India. The session was moderated
by Mr. Arindam Lahiri, CEO, Automotive Skills
Development Council.

Taking a session on Mental Wellbeing, Sister B
K Shivani, Brahma Kumaris World Spiritual

Organization, emphasized on inner peace and
also imparting clarity in moving toward a
peaceful and healthy mind. Sister also talked
about the need to eat right and have a healthy
lifestyle post the pandemic which makes us
strong from the inside.

The event concluded with the presentation of
SIAM CSR Awards 2022.




MOVIN expands
its “Express
End of Day”

guaranteed
services to
7 new citles

JB Singh, Director InterGlobe Enterprises

Time-definite shipments to now cover more than 1,000 PIN Codes from Delhi-NCR, Mumbai, and Bengaluru

OVIN,a logistics brand launched Commenting on this announcement, JB Singh,
M through a joint venture between UPS Director InterGlobe Enterprises said, “MOVIN

and InterGlobe has received encouraging and positive feedback
Enterprises,isexpanding its reach by adding from its customers in Delhi-NCR, Mumbai, and
“Express End of Day”services from Delhi-NCR, Bengaluru. By expanding its reach to these

Mumbai, and Bengaluru to seven more
cities.The newly added cities
areAhmedabad, Chandigarh,
Chennai, Hyderabad, Jaipur,
Kolkata & Pune. With this
expansion, MOVIN is adding more
than 500 new PINCodes to its
existing network, now covering
1000+ PIN codes for guaranteed
time-definite deliveries. This will opportunities for MSMEs and
further strengthen its offerings and SMEs to sell and grow. Our focus
help cater to customer demands in is to providebest-in-class

the ever-expandingB2B logistics space. experience to B2B customers by bringing in
higher levels of efficiencies, stronger
distribution channels, advanced innovative

additional seven markets, MOVIN will now offer
greater coverage to its customers
along with the promise of time-
definite delivery. We remain
committed towards our mission of
strengthening the network that
laysastrong foundation for
businesses and boosting

MOVIN has been growing rapidly since its
launch in May 2022,providing a seamless flow
of goods that enables businesses to grow and technology, along with global best practices.”
reach out to a wider audience across the
nation. MOVIN's Express time-definite delivery
and Standard Premium day-definite services are

creating corridors of opportunities through ) q R titi to hel
technology driven innovations and helping experience andgreater competitiveness 1o help

customers derive maximum value for their businesses swiftly integrate into the global
business. value chain.

MOVIN's expansion further showcases its ability
to collaborate and adapt while providing
enhanced predictability, better customer
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ASHOK LEYLAND

Ashok Leyland launches
New AVTR 4220 and
AVTR 4420 — 4x2 Tractors

shok Leyland, theflagship Company of the

Hinduja Group and India's leading

commercial vehicle manufacturer, today,
announced the launch of AVTR 4220 with
41.5T GCW and AVTR 4420 with 43.5T GCW in
4x2 Tractor segment. With this launch, Ashok
Leyland becomes the first Indian OEM (Original
Equipment Manufacturer) to offer tractors with
41.5T and 43.5T GCW in two-axle configuration.

Speaking on the occasion, Mr. Sanjeev Kumar,
Head - MHCV, Ashok Leyland, said, “The
modular platform of Ashok Leyland enables us
to deliver custom-tailored products to cater the
needs of every customer. The high GCW of AVTR
4220 and 4420 tractors permits customers to
carry denser loads, thus delivering superior fuel
efficiency and better TCO advantage. The
launch of these new AVTR models is another

testimony of our philosophy of 'AapkiJeet -
Hamari Jeet'. We will continue our journey of
innovation with new models to meet the
emerging demands of our customers.”

Salient features of this new truck range:

* Proven H6 Engine - 6-cylinder engine with i-
Gen6 technology

* GCW options of 41.5T and 43.5T with
suitable 2 axle trailer.

« Higher fluid efficiency and lower DEF
consumption.

« Optimised for Indian operating conditions

» Cabin Options - Cowl, M Cabin, U Cabin and
N Cabin (Sleeper Cabins)




Auto sector to create at least
1 cr jobs for youth in 5-6
years: Chandrasekhar

he automobile sector in India will create

at least one crore jobs for youth over the

next 5-6 years, Minister of State for Skills
and Development Rajeev Chandrasekhar said
on Tuesday.

While speaking at a memorandum of
understanding signing between Toyota Kirloskar
Motor and Automotive Skills Development
Council, the minister said 40 per cent of the
sector’s research and development is done in
India and with the increase in the use of
electronics in automobiles, the country is
expected to become the centre of gravity for the
sector.

“Auto-sector in India represents a huge
opportunity in the next 5-6 years. It is expected
that we will create not less than 1 crore jobs for
youth in another 5-6 years. It is a very fast-
growing segment for our manufacturing
economy,” Chandrasekhar said.

Chandrasekhar also said that it is important to

signal all manufacturing companies, be it
mobile phones, laptops, etc to partner with
National Skill Development Corporation and give
training to youth to fulfil the Prime Minister’s
wish of making India a hub of skilled force for
the world.

As part of the MoU, TKM plans to train 18,000
in automotive skills by 2024.

TKM country head and executive vice president
of corporate affairs and governance, Vikram
Gulati said the company has already trained
10,000 youth across the country.

“We have 56 training centres across 21 states
where we have already provided skilling to
10,000 youth to date. Under the agreement
with ASDC, we want to expand centres pan-India
to train 18,000 youth by 2024. We are confident
that we will be able to train more than this. We
will expand centres in North East, Jammu and
Kashmir and Chhattisgarh,” Gulati said.




Daimler India exploring multiple
clean fuel options for local market

aimler India Commercial Vehicles

(DICV), the local arm of the world’s

largest truck maker, is constant its
technique to tailor merchandise for the home
market’s wants and is now exploring a variety of
cleaner fuel options proper from CNG, biodiesel,
hydrogen fuel cell and electrical vans and buses
for the identical.

“We know we have to shift towards carbon-free
mobility. We know we have to shift from a
product organisation to a mobility organisation
for the next 5-10 years and all key pieces are
being put in place right now. We believe that
industry will move away from diesel to biodiesel,
gas, electric and hydrogen fuel cell and for a
certain point of time, all three of them will co-
exist,” Satyakam Arya, MD of Daimler India
Commercial Vehicles, informed ET.

Arya stated Daimler had positioned a long-term
wager on hydrogen fuel cell or EVs, however the
firm is watching the transition to CNG 